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Overview

- California’s Children in Immigrant Families

- Equity in the “Local Control” Era of California Public Education Policy

- School Districts’ Attention to Immigrant Students

- 2014-2020

- During the Remote Schooling year

- The Return to In-Person Schooling



California’s Children in Immigrant Families

In 2019:

- 5% of CA children and 
youth were 1st-gen. 
immigrants

- 41% were 2nd-gen.
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California’s Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF)

● 2013 Reform to California’s Education Finance System
○ Shift from local property tax funding to majority state funding
○ Emphasis on local control 

■ Districts make decisions informed by local stakeholders
○ Focus on low-income, foster youth, and English Learning students as 

high-need populations
■ Districts receive additional 20% of base funding per high-need 

student
■ Districts with >55% high-need students receive an additional 50%



Local Control and Accountability Plans (LCAPs)

● District-level policy document at the core of LCFF 

● Includes detailed plans for achieving locally defined goals

● Specific focus on increasing equity 

● 2020-21 version was called Learning Continuity and Attendance Plan (LCP)



Research Questions

How frequently, and in what terms, did school districts discuss the needs of 
immigrant youth in their LCAPs’ equity plans?

a.) Across the pre-pandemic years (2014-2020)
b.) During the year of remote schooling (2020-21)
c.) In the return to in-person schooling (2021-22)

Were pre-pandemic trends interrupted during the 2020-21 school year?

Did the 2021-22 school year bring a return to pre-pandemic policies, or is 
there a new status quo?



Data & Methods

● Longitudinal database of CA school districts’ 2014-15 to 2019-20 and 2021-22 
LCAPs and 2020-21 LCPs’ Increased or Improved Services (IIS) text1
○ N≈6,400 documents

 

● Pair with California Department of Education administrative, California County 
Superintendents Educational Services Association (CCSESA) geographic, American 
Community Survey, and U.S. Decennial Census data

● “Bag of Words” descriptive analyses
○ Case Frequency = # of LCAPs with term / total number of LCAPs

1. LCP data were collected by California Education Lab researchers: 
https://education.ucdavis.edu/california-education-lab



Local Control and Accountability Plans (LCAPs)

Source: Redwood City Elementary. SY 2019-20. Local Control and Accountability Plan.
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Summary and Next Steps 
Pre-Covid Trend: 

Districts’ overwhelmingly focused on English Learners in their equity plans 

Growth in discussion of immigrant students over time

Remote Schooling Year (2020-21)

Narrowed focus on EL students coincided with decrease in mentions of other 
specific groups (e.g., “newcomers”)

School Re-Openings (2021-22)

Emerging evidence suggests a return to pre-Covid trajectories 
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